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Delta Tau Delta Fraternity



TO:

House Corporation Presidents, Treasurers, Chapter Advisors, Division Presidents, 

and Division Vice-Presidents

FROM:

Andy Longo, Director of Residential Life


RE:

Delta Tau Delta Life Safety Loan Program

DATE:

October 25, 2004

To assist our house corporations with the purchasing and installation of fire sprinklers and/or other life safety equipment, I am pleased to announce that Delta Tau Delta Fraternity Board of Directors recently authorized a new loan program.  House corporations may borrow money from the Delta Tau Delta Loyalty Fund at a fixed 4% interest rate for up to 7 years.  Please review the attached sheet for more information.  This is a wonderful opportunity to retrofit your house or provide for those much needed life safety enhancements – emergency lights, fire & smoke alarms, fire doors, etc.  

What is the rationale for this new loan program?   The recent fire at the University of Mississippi that caused the deaths of three Alpha Tau Omega members once again focuses attention on fire and life safety in fraternity houses.  Unfortunately, the ATO fire or the loss of life is not an isolated or rare occurrence.  From 1990 to 2000:

· Annual average of 1700 fires in on-campus dormitories and fraternity and sorority housing.

· Over 50 fire deaths occurred in on-campus dormitories and fraternity and sorority housing during this decade

· Half of the fires and 75% of the deaths occurred in fraternity and sorority housing

· Average fraternity and sorority housing property loss was $580,000.

National Fire Protection Association
The U.S. has one of the highest fire death rates in the industrialized world. For 1998, the U.S. fire death rate was 14.9 deaths per million population. Between 1994 and 1998, an average of 4,400 Americans lost their lives and another 25,100 were injured annually as the result of fire (US Fire Administration).
What is being done to address these issues on college campuses?  Undergraduates and alumni are educated on life safety issues from a variety of sources, most colleges and/or local communities conduct yearly inspections of chapter houses and an increasing number of communities are requiring the installation of life safety equipment, most notably fire sprinklers.

The importance of fire sprinklers cannot be overstated.  The National Institute of Standards and Technology has stated that fire sprinklers, when used in conjunction with smoke detectors, could reduce the fire death rate by 82%.  It is widely believed that had the Phi Gamma Delta house at the University of North Carolina had fire sprinklers in 1996, the five lives lost would have been saved.  Might sprinklers have saved lives at the University of Mississippi?  "Unquestionably, you and I would not be having this conversation if that building (Alpha Tau Omega house) would have had sprinkler systems.”  Ed Comeau, Director, Center for Campus Fire Safety, in response to university officials at a recent meeting to review campus fire safety at the University of Mississippi.

The Chapel Hill fire rapidly changed fire codes in Greek housing.  Buddy Dewar, Regional Director of the National Fire Sprinkler Association, stated before the ATO fire that the Greek community would be seeing increasing fire code mandates from local communities, specifically, fire sprinkler retrofits. 
Need additional information?  Please contact me if you are interested in taking advantage of this opportunity or if you would like a loan application.  If you have questions or need additional information, please contact me at (800) 335-8795.  I look forward to working with many of you to improve the fire safety of your houses.

NAME OF PROGRAM:
Delta Tau Delta Life Safety Loan Program

WHAT:


Loans to house corporations for the installation of life safety equipment.  Specifically:

· Fire sprinklers

· Hardwire fire, smoke, and/or carbon monoxide alert systems

· Stand-alone fire suppression equipment, such as fire extinguishers

· Installation of new exit and emergency backup lighting.

· Permanently affixed signage that describes and identifies fire evacuation routes.

All installed systems must be properly permitted and approved by the relevant local authorities on such matters.  

INTEREST RATE:
Four percent (4%).  
LOAN TERM:

7 year maximum

APPLICATION:  
Current loan application used and loan evaluation/approval process followed.  Application fee, typically $500, reduced to $250.  The house corporation will be required to have the National Fire Sprinkler Association review its bids and installation proposals for fire sprinkler systems.  This is a free service offered by the NFSA.

DURATION:
Through August 31, 2006.

ADDITIONAL

INFORMATION:
Andy L. Longo, Director of Residential Life

(800) 335-8795 or andy.longo@delts.net

- Thought to ponder -

"I sleep better at night knowing we have an 

active fire sprinkler system in the house."
Charlie Emerson

Chapter Advisor and House Corporation Secretary, 

Delta Zeta, University of Florida
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